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Number of Forces pr _—_ becauſe it 
is demanded by the KI NG, who is the 
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1 22 ob ect © the fit Regen, that 4 

1 and that it is diffi- 
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whoſe 1 1 and —5 it is to 5 ſe of 
the Pablick Mony with the utmoſt | 
lity 3 yet it is by no means the . o 


1 "only, Argument againſt' Keepin 
| Ne. 7 01 (rn en of Peace. * <5 5 vp 1 


Ben, with great Submiſſion, is, That che 


. | 2 and After Power cannot long ſubſi iſt 


together; That « Standing Army in time of 
Peace will neceſſarily im impede the free Execu- 


tion of tke Laws of - the Land. And "ts 
therefore 
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therefore very extraordinary, that the Ex- 


pence ſhoul be thought the only Danger 
(to uſe his own Terms) of 4 Standing 
Army, by 4 Perſon, whole Profeſſion and pre- 


f us, fr Care; and that it ſhould be urged 
as ſuch, in this Place, where ſo many Millions 
have, been Ghexrfully granted for the Defence 
of Then. | F 107 
The ſecond Reaſon is no more conecluſue 
than the grit as I hope to make appear in 
the Seque! of what I have to offer. 
Gentlemen have inſiſted much on the 
great Grace and Favear ſhewa, in Reducing 
the Army ſince the Beginning of the lat 
Seſſion; and I preſume not to ſay, that we 
were deceived. into the Vote then given for 
maintaining THIX TXT Two THOUSAND 
MEN, becauſe we always proceed. with 
the. utmoſt Caution and Circumſpection, and 
becauſe the dee Deſigas of the SWEDISH 
PLOT, which occalianed ſuch terrible. Ap- 
prehenſians amongſt us, have ſince been fall 
| diſcovered to the World. | 8 
But however wiſely it was then done, I 
hopg never again to ſee, either the ſame 
Number, or near the ſame Corps, after ſome 
artful Redattions, continued in this Nation 


Apprehenſions whatſoever. 
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2 Who 


ſent Station oblige him to make thoſe Laus 


in time of Peace, on any Pretence, on any 


I will not trouble you, Sir, with my Remarks 
on the Fallacy of thoſe Reductions. The ha ve 
been ſufficiently expos'd by + « Gentleman, 
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| ö 
who is better informed of the Secret of 
that Affair, and who, (I am glad to find) 
When he is contending for the Service of 
his Country, is no more afraid than my- 
felf, of being called a Jacobite, by thoſe, 
who'want other Arguments to ſupport their 
Debates. RY ec "+ 

- -Qur preſent Conſideration is, Whether 
there are any Reaſons to induce us, as 
dur Circumſt ances now ſtand, to keep up 
AOVEHSIITEEN Thous ANY MEN, 
with Officers for almoſt double that Number; 
and Whether, if we ſhould conſent to 
keep them up, we ſhould cc? * His 
Majeſty defires we ſhould ) agrerably to the 
Conſtitution of theſe * and conſequently 


to the Principles on which his Government is 


founded. 


Now, in Virtue of that Freedom ef 
Speerh we are all entitled to, I beg Leave 
to declare my Opinion, That the Keep- 
ing up the Number propoſed, is ſo far from 
being "neceſſary to our Protection, that it will 
be © inconſiſtent with our Safety, and an ex- 
ceſſrve Burthen to His Majeſty's good Subjects. 
Nor do I thiak it poſſible any Argumgnts 


can be invented (none I am ture have 


been yer offered) to incline a» Hoſe of 
Commons at this Time, when we are in 4 


profound Tranquility, ſome Domes TICK 


Fuss excepred, to ſubmit to that, Which 
every Member, every Lover of Liberty, muſt 
* * ö * 4 1 g : ow ny" 


oy 
* 


own, abſtractediy conſidered, to be A GRKI E/ f 
VANCE, and ſuch a» One, as ought ne- 
ver to be ſubmitted to, but in that moſt 
deſperate and deplorable Circumſtance, where it 
is to be choſen as the leſs Evil, , 
I know theſe Aﬀſſertions interfere with 
hat is laid down in the ſecond Paragraph 
of His Majeftys SPEECH. But we are | 
to conſider that Speech, as the Compoſition | 
and Advice of his Miniſtry, and are there» 
fore at Liberty to debate every Propoſicion 1 
ia it; eſpecially F THoss, wrHicHn 
SEEM RATHER CALCULATED FOR | 
THR MERIDIAN Of GERMANY, 
THANor GREAT-BRITAIN. 
'Tis the ON Lx Infelicity of His Ma- 
jeſty's Reign, That T He 1s un a c- 
QUAINTED WITH OUR LANGUAGE 
No ConsSTiTUTION; and ' tis there- 
fore the more incumbent on his Britiſb 
8 Miniſters to inform him, That our Govern- 
ent does not ſtand on the ſame Founds- 
Hons with bis German Dominions, which, 
oy Reaſon of their Situation and the Nature 
9 their Conſtitution, are obliged to keep up 
Armies in Time of Peace Nor is it in the 
leaſt to be wondered at, That His Mejeſſy, 
| who harh ſpent the earlier Part of his Life 
in choſe Dominions, ſhould think S1 X EIN, 
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ges which gave Offence 
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P or even Tuirty Two, Trous AN 
MEN might be continued in fo: rith and 
powerfal.'s Nation, as this is, without being 
"0 = Burt ben to it. But when he hall co 
1 to underſtand, That the ſmaller Number! in 
" Time of Peace would" be deſtructive to that 
Ui! Security and Eaſt of 'his People, for - which 
| he expreſſes ſo tender a Regard, he will 
[ doubtleſs. be conving'd, Thar h act moſt 
1 conformably to uh Duty, and his Intereſt, 

Who (as true Subjetts of Great Britain) are 
| againſt continuing wore TROOPS, than 
have been ſualh thought and found ſuffiti- 
ent, in the [ame Situalion of Airs, for the 
port of the Crown and the Sify of the 
| Kijag dom. © ain y .: 00 {1 ah 
7 I uam there ford at à Loſs, "'to--conceive 
| how Gentlemen can perſwade themſefves, 
Wil That the Comphimi With this txt} aordinny 
18 Demasd would promote His Mhjefty's Ser- 
1 vice. For it date noe on, Diftruit,” 
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1 but M eatneſs in the Governnent” as if nei- 
1 ther the Affection ofthe Peoptꝰ at Home, 
. | PURIFIER YT a weld) 
is nor the Treaties: of vum Allies Abroad, Wers 8 
to be pended qοο Which in Thougkt M 
WW fo injurious, ſo trafo) to ſom ſcle n Fr 
1 Aſſaruuces from te Throne, that'1 65s wil, 
it preſame\ td advince* openly 1%. oufe, 
4 _ q 1 A. ee © e 11 
ar elſewhere | andlybtu it is all, in my hum- 
ble Apprehenſion, included in this Motions- 
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| Nothing, | indeed, can alienate the Herts | 
I | | of the People . from” His Majeſty. , bur 


ſuch Attempts have formerly proved fatal 
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) to Princes of leſs confummate Wiſdom and 

| Vertue. Nor are we to imagine, That 
7 the ſame Grievance is not equally miſchievous 

5 in the Reign of 4 good Prixce, as of a bad 

N One. *Tis ſometimes more ſo, becauſe leſs 

1 expected, and leſs guarded againſt. 


Surely His Majeſty will have no juſt 
Cauſe to doubt the Continuance of that Zeal 
far the Good of our Country, which ( he is 
pleaſed to ſay ) hath been ſo eminently con- 
ſpicuous in ever, Seſſion of this Parliament, 


1.5. 0.457 oo wo 


Document to ourſelves on this Occaſion ; 
if we think, That the Keeping up 4 larger 
Number of Forces, than is abſolutely neceſſary, 
too dangerous an Experiment to be often re- 
peated. 


they. will find, That ſome of the 2 
and braveſt People in it have, by this ve- 

| ry Method, loſt their Liberties. They will 
find, That the Civil Power was from Time 
to Time draws in, by pretended Exigencies 
to allow and maintain an armed Force in 
Peace; which, as they at firif thought , 
and were inſtructed to believe, WaS in- 


tended, to add Strength to their Autho- 
fe" WW 7, to ſecure them in the Poſſeſſion of 
m heir Religious and Political Rights, to 
n. vrch the ambitions Deſigns of their Neigh- 
ts bour Nations, and to preſerve the Ballance 
zur: WW , Power. Groxious INTENTIONS, 


tal ir they had provd Rea! But, though 
te B they 


* . \ 


if we make the Fate of other Nations a+ 


Let Gentlemen look round Europe, and 
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they uſed all poſſible Precaution , though 
they made it the Condition of their Eſtabliſh» 
went, That the Forces ſhould be disbanded, 
when the extraordinary Occaſion, for which 
they were raiſed, ceaſed ; yet they per- 
ceived too late, That their Condition was 
not binding, That they had erected 4 Power 
ſuperiour to themſelves, That the Soldier), 
when they had reſted the Sweets of Au ho- 
rity, would net part with it, and, That 
ETEN THEIR PRINCEY 
(after theſe temporary Conceſſions made to 
them) began to think, that ruling by an 
Army was a more eaſy, a more compendi- 
ous, Way of Government, than atting under 
the Reſtraints and Limitations of the Lam, 
of their County. And now they wear 
TAE Cruains Which they put round 
their own Necks, and lament the Loſs of 
that FREEDOM, whichgthey anhappily 
conſented to deſtroy, and which could ne- 
ver have been deffroyed without their Con- 
ent. 

But there is no need of fetching Argu- 
guments, on this Subjid, from foreign Ma- 
tions. Our own is too well acquainted with 
the Effels of continuing an armed Force in 
Peate, not to aypreheud every Thing from 
it, be the Pretence never fo ſpec ious. 

*Twould be miſpending our Time, to 
recount the Miſchiefs, which have oy hence 
happened to this Nation; and T will not run 
back to former Relgns. But I cannot for- 


% 


bear 
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(nn). 
bear obſerving (what + my very good Friend Mr. -U 
near me hath already hinted ). that it was 
the great Grievance complained of in the 
Bill of Rights, and was that, from which 
the Revolution was to deliver us. KING 
WILLIAM himſelf, after the Peace of 
Ryſwick, could not obtain above T E N 
HOUSAND MEN, though he had 
then g more enterprizing, and a more power- 
ful, Prince to deal with, than any now 
in this Part of the World. And the 
Proceeding of that Houſe of Commons mutt 
be ever juſtify'd by thoſe, who have the 
lea# Concern for our Conſtitution, notwith- 
ſanding ſome «grounded Inſinuations, that 
it involved us in 4 long and expenſive War. 
Beſides, it is every Year declared in the Act 
of Mutiny and Deſertion, That the Keeping 
up 4 Standing Army in Time of Peace 1s againſt 
Law; and as the Freeing us from it, was one 


of the Ends of the Revolution, ſo no doubt 
the Preſerviag us for ever from any Attempt 
of the like Nature, was one of T HOSE 
INN uA EBERNABLE GLoRxIlous Ad- 
FX YVANTAGES propos'd by the ACT OF 
WW SUCCESSION: 


ol 
But it hath been urged, that the Conſent 


W of Parliament reconciles all, and that Forces 


ſo coftinued are not to be accounted a ſtanding 


Arm, becauſe they are intended to keep out 4 


ſtanding Army; which (with the || noble Lord's 14M -the | 


J Leave, who makes the Diſtintion) is a 


B 2 Not ion 


( 12) 

Not ion too fine, too Chimerical, to be main- 
2 trad. | 
4 I know indeed it is explained both in 
6 the Bill of Rights, and in the Act of Mutiny 
I! and Deſertion, that the keeping up 4 fland- 
3 ing Army in Time of Peace is illegal only, 
14 if done without Conſent of Parliament. Now 
this ia no Sort weakens the Argument, as 
| to the Inconvenience and Oppreſſion, of which 
[if I am ſpeaking. For, tho” che Parliament, in 
il theſe Declaratory Laws, ſeems to put in its Claim 
| only againſt rhe Incroachments of the Crown, 
=" from whence jt ſuppos'd ſuch Oppreſſions 
h were more likely to come, than trom the 
Repreſentatives of the People; yet the Conſent 
of Parliament cannot alter the Nature of 
3 Things, cannot hinder the ſame Cauſes from 
i Producing the ſame Effects. An Army, tho” 
\| kept up by Conſent of Parliament, will, 
ll like other Armies, ſoon know its own | 
# Strength, will in Probability purſue the 
1 Dictates FA Self-Prefervation, and rather 
0 chooſe to diſſolve that Authority with which 


| 
4 
: 


it is incompatible, than tamely ſubmit to its 

3 own Diſſolution. An Army, tho' kept up 
lif by Cgnfent of Parliament, if it hath | no 
. Enemies Abroad, will be apt to make Oe- 
0 predations at Home; and I wiſh there hath 
| 


ill not been ſomething of that Xind done 
il this laft Tear : I with we have 20 Com- 
We  plaints, from ſome of our own moſt conſi- 
acrablie Parliamentary Corforetions, of Soldiers 

| aemanding 
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demanding free Quarter, and Inſalting the 
Chief Magiſtrates for Exerting the Power 
we have loaged with them, and endea- 
vouring to redreſs the Grievances of the 
poor Inn-keepers and Inhabitants. Nay, the 
Conſent of Parliament is ſo far from alter- 


ö 

ö ing the Nature and Genius of Armies, that 

> a Parliament- Army ( conſiſting of about the 

, Number now demanded) once committed 
1 greater Outrages, and gave a deeper Wound 

1 to the Conſtitution, than all the Armies of 
„ the Crown have ever done; and THAT 

s 8 ARMY was the Creature f A PAR 


e LIAMEN T, which had eſtabliſb'd it- 
SY ſelf. But, if we were to admit, for 
Argument's fake, That the Conſent of Par- 
liament could make Armies more. tame and 
duttile, than they would otherwiſe be; I 
think however, it would not be adviſa- 
ble for 4 Parliament, that intends to 4c 
F rationally, and agreeably, either to the 
Principles on which His Majeſty's Government, 
or its own Power, 7s founded, to familiarize 
= a Miitary Force to this Free Nation. For the 
very Name and Terror of it, would ( with- 
out Oppreſſion) awe and ſubdue the Spi- 
rits of the People, extinguiſh their Love of 
Liberty, and beget a mean and abject A- 


quieſcence in Slavery. 


SIR, 
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We have already ſuſpended Some Laws, 
and repealed Others, to comply with the 
Neeeſſities' of the Adminiſtration. But pray 
let us not go further, let us not go on to 
continue the Army, or the greateſt Part of it: 
For ſo long as it is continued, ſo long is the 
| whole Conſtitution ſuſpended, or at leaſt, in 
the Mercy of thoſe, whom we «rm againſt 
8 It. | g 
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J 8 8 Shall not waſte the Time of the 

15 9585 Committee in making an Apology 

5 for meddling in this Queſtion ;, 

1 Tau ſince-I apprehend whatever I 

88 5 can get call my on, to be at 


Stake in the Event of it. Whether the Ar 


»y {hall be disbanded, or rontinaed, in Time 


of 
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( 16 ) 
of Peace? Whether we ſhall be governed 
by the Magiſtrate, or the. Soldier? or, 


Whether we ſhall be bond or free? are, 
in my Opinion, Queſtions of the ſame Im- 


port. | 


from the Examples of moit Countries in Eu- 
rope. They were once free, but if it be in- 
quir'd, how, from a STATE or FREF- 
DOM, they ſunk into SLAVERY, it 
will appear, That their- common Rain has 
proceeded from the Continuance of Regular 
Troops in Pay, after the Occaſion, for which 
they were raid, was over. 
That this Iſland has retained its FRE E- 
DOM longer, than the Countries on the 


Continent, has been imputed to its Situa- 


tian; which not being ſo much expoſed to 
the /zcurſions of its 'Neighbours, there was 


not the like P retence for\ Keeping: up Regu- 


lar Trocps. But the Preſervation of our Li- 
berties. to this I ime, is, in my Opinion, ra- 
ther to be 4/cribed to the due Senſe our 
Forefathers had of tlie Danger the Publick 
underwent from intruſting Princes with a 


ſtanding Force in Time of Peace. And alſo 
to the Meaſure obſerved by the 2 of 


Commons, in giving ſuch Supplies Only, as 
enabled the Prince to live in the full En- 
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; From 


I think myſelf | juſtifyd in faying | this, 


7 o 
# 
13 
2 
% 
* 
«+ 
, | 
1 


N 
748 
MA 
* 


” 04 
From the fir5t credible: Account of T hings 
in this Kingdom, down to King Charles 
the Seconds Time, I can find no Inſtance, 
where the Crows kept up Regular ory in 
Time f Peace, that of Richard the Second ex- 
r 
He lived in 4 tempeſtuous Age; he had 
Wars abroad, and Commotions at home. The 
FIRST REBELLION, headed by 
WATT TTLER, was compoſed with- 
out Shedding the Blood of any one of the 
BY Rebels, fave TYLER HIMSELP: 
The King gave them good Words; they 
laid down their Arms, went home, and 
- KH were all pardon d. ANOTHER RE- 
BE LI. IO N, of the Men of KENT and 
ESSEX, broke out, which occaſion'd the Kyng's 
Railing an Army of Forty Thouſand Men. 
The Rebels apply'd by Petition to have 
their Liberties and Franchiſes allow'd them. 
But the King ſpoke to theſe in a different 
Style ; he told them, SLAVES THEY 
Sg WERE, AND SLAVES THEY 
$5 HOULD BE. Eve Hundred of them 


| ©” 7 


2 vere cut to Pieces in the Held, and Fifteen 
fo Hundred of them were afterward executed 
of in cold Blood. | 
is 8 This Severity aw'd the Nation for awhile. 
an- But, the Diſcontent of the People afterwards 
ufig, about the Twentieth Year of 


Ibis Reign a Parliament was calld, and, 

to uſe. the Hiftorigy's Words, leaſt I ſhould ; 
W-/end any tender Ear, © All Endeavours + 
om C % were 


"— * Bhs 90 . — 
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War © FE 
« were uſed to procure ſuch 4 Parliament, 
as would concur with the King's Defions.” 
Before they met, Forces were raifd © 70 
G attend and guurd the Parliament; which 
« might" at the ſame Time be an Awe upon 
4 any: Refractory Members.” ' "Touching the 
Numbers of which this Army conliſted, 
Hiftpry is ſilent: This only we are given 
to know, that Four Thouſand of them were 
ARCHERS; and that mary of them 
were CHESHIRE-MEN. Irtis not 
to the preſent Purpoſe to go over the Extra- 
vag ancies of that Parliament. | 
Into what à State Things were brought 
by that Ning's Conduct, appears from an 
Obſervation” made by the ſame Hiſtorian , 
Who ſays, * That the Ning having thas 
« eftabliſb'd his Power, and put himſelf be. 
« vn all Oppoſition, thoag ht himſelf” 85 | 
(«and an abjolxte Prince. But it being laid 
« upon ſuch « Foundation, as begat many 
&  Diſcontents ' among the People, all the Ta- 
4 brick prov'd weal, and was ſoon - follow'd 
« with lamentable Ruin. When that King's | 
Aﬀairs grew deſperate, an Oath was requit d 
from the Duke of Lancaſter, afterwards i 
Henry the Fourth, that he ſhould cauſe the 
King to ſend home the CHESHIRE- BB 
GUARD, Which was accordingly done. 
Jobſerve in the Debate, it has been 
raten for granted, That the Crown of En- 
gland has a Right to a Number of Regu- 
gular Iroopt- under the' Denomination of 
12 2050 AND. 


” | 1 / 
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GUARDS. This is a Notion I can by 


no means give into. It was not 10 ab An- 
t4quo. | e NICE! 

The fr# Guards we hear of ( the Teo- 
men of the Guard, which were conſtituted 
by Henry the Seventh, being of another 
Kind) were in Charles the Second's Time. 
That Prince, immediately after his Reflora- 
tion, got togetlier a ſmall Number of Guards, 
which at firſt ſeem'd to be meant only 
to add to the Equipage and Splendor of the 
Court. But it ſoon appear'd, that he had 
other Views: The Guards, by adding Mex 
to Troops and Companies, and Troops and 
C ompantes tO Regiments, Were inſenſibly in- 
creaſed; fo that in the Year 1677, they 
were got up to Five THousaND EIGHT 
HuxDREDP Ninety MEN. Few 
Seſſions paſs'd, but they were taken Notice 


of in the Houſe of Commons, and though 
Maney was not ask'd of Parliament for their 
= «port, yet they occaſioned a general Unea- 
$ (ines. * 
About that Time, there was a Proſpect 
of a War with France, on which Pretence 


an Army was rais'd. But, the War not 


proceeding, an Act paſgd, which gave 


the King Six HUNDRED AND NiNet- 


TEEN THousanD, THREE Hux-. 
DRED AND EicuTyY EIGHT Pounns 


for disbanding the Army, When „the Par- 
liament met again, they were told from 
the Throne, ©* That the Forces were ſtill kept 
x | | E 2 : & 08 
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5 (20) 
&« ou Foot for the Preſervation 15 our Neig h- 
« bours, who otherwiſe had: abſolutely deſpair- 
« ed'; and for preſerving what was left in 
„Flanders; and, that the Ring was confi- 
4 dent no Body would repine at the Employ- 
ee ing that Moe y, which was raid for the 
« Disbanding of the Army, for the Conttuuance 
« of it. ; 

+ his did not ſat the Houſe, and they 
camè to a Reſolution,  * That it was neceſſa- 
« xy for the Safety of his Majeſty's Perſon, 
and preſerving the Peace of the Government, 
« That all Forces raiſed ſince the Twenty ninth 
September 1677, ſbould be disbanded.” 
Whereupon that Parliament, which went 
under the Name of the PENSIONER- 
PARLIAMENT), was 4:ſolved. 

The nem Parliament, which met on the 
Firſt of March following, had the fame Ap- 
prehenſions of Regular Troops, Money was 
given to disband them, and the At di- 
rected, That it ſhould be paid into the 
Chamber ' of London, and Commiſſioners of 
their mn were appointed to ſee it apply'd 
to that Uſe, Whatever Difidence of the 
King this might imply, I do not find that 
ANY MEMBER loſt his LIBERTY 
for FREEDOM OF SPEECH on 
that Occaſion. The Opinion that Parlia- 
ment had of a Standing Army appears in 
the Reſolution they came to, * That the 
« Continuauce of Standing Forces in this Na. 
gion, other than wie Militia, was illegal, and 

j . R 9 F 4 G 
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« 4 great Grigvance - and Vexation to the Peo- 
6 ple. 1. | 2 


1 ſhall now take Leave to conſider the 


Arguments advanced for continuing SIX- 
TEEN THOUSAND, THREE 
HUNDRED, FORTY SEVEN 
ME N, for the enſuing Year. 


It is ſaid, 
THAT there is a Diſaffected Party in the 
Kingdom, which makes an Army neceſſary. 


If this Argument will prevail, *tis ſtrange 


it has not prevaiPd for Six Hundred Tears 
paſt ; ſince no Period within that Time can 
be aſſign'd, wherein this Argument was not 
as ſtrong, as in the preſent. 


During the long Controverſy between the 


Honſes of Tork and Lancaſter touching the 
KRighit of Succeſſion, (in which each Side had, 
its JIurn of being Upper mot) one would 
think, it ſhould have been natural for the 
Perevailing Party, in order to their Security, 
to have inſiſted on the Continuance of their 
Regular Troops, at leaſt for a Time. There 
vas APRET ENDE R to the Crown, 
who had a ſtrong Party in the Nation, and 
the Government was inſecure till the Spi- 
Jrit of Rebellion was ſuppreſs d. It might 
then with an Appearance of Reaſon have 
been inſiſted on, That the Taxes on the 
Diſaffected ſhould be increabd, that thoſe, 
who occaſion'd the Experce, ſhould bear the 
Barthen, till the Danger was over. 


Why 
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Notice of is, that of Qacen Elizabeth's Reign. 
The Diſaſfacion to Her in the Beginning of 
it was great, occaſion'd by the Reformation 
in Religion, and the Application of  Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Revennes to Secular * es, Many Plots 
chere were againſt her Liſe. 8 AI N 
(one of the greatet Powers in Europe at 
that Time) attempted an Invasion, 
and a more proper Juncture could not have 
happen'd, wherein to have ask'd for an 4r- 
But. Py of that, the greateſt Part 
of" the” Forces then got together, to oppoſe 
the' th vation conſiſted of MI LI TIA, 
and as ſpon às the A RNA DO was ſcatter- 
ed tlie Army was disbanded. That Queen 
beiug ſenſible, that the true, tlie only, Sup- 
pont off the Crown, was the Good-will and f- 
felfions of the People, © 71.4 | 
Ynother Argument brought for the Conti. 
nude of the Arm is, I 
A the Deming it does infinuite a 
nat Diſtruit ef his Majeſty- | 
How diſingenuous and Unparliamentary 
2 Way of ing this is, let A 
I Ju ge. 
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judge. For to draw that ſacred Name in- 
to a Debate, muſt pur every Body to Pain, 
who takes the other Side of the Queſtian, in 
Regard it may be conſtrued „that che 
ſtronger the Argument is, the greater is the 
Diſtruſt. ol an clk 
; But this Reaſoning, in my Opinion, turns 
| IB quite another Way, and inſtead of implying+ 
a2 Diſtraſt, argues the greateſt Regard. to the 
c S Safety. of His Majeſty's, Perſon and Govern») ; 
„ment. Who can anſwer for the Caprice oſ an Cs 
Army, when once eftabliſh\a? | + 
Although no Man living has a greater 
Eſteem than my {elf for thoſe honourable Gen- 
teren, who have with ſo much Bravery. | 
ſerv'd their Country in a Military Way, nor 
hall any Man go further in rewarding their 
Services ; yet the common Experience f 
Mankind demonſtrates, That it is nat rea- 


* 


Onable to expect an Army ſhould be always Ws 

in the ſame Humour. AUGUSTUS  * 
[CAS AR liv'd in great Peace and Secu> 9 
W741) with the PR X TORHIAN BAN DVSs , 


which had put an End to the ROMAN N 
I BERTIES. But the Caſe was diſſe. 
ent with ba Succeſſors. For of Twenty Six . 
Erperors, no leſs than Sixteen were pulPd:- 
i. Pieces by their own Soldiers. Did not the 
Im here in England, in the TIMES O 
WUcurPATiON, if I may be allow'd to- 
ame them, in a ſhort Space change the 
overnment into Tex ſeveral Forms? What 
Leument did the Parliament, who had raid 


(24) 
and 8 them, meet with from them? 
They beſert the Houſe, repuls'd Mam Members 
who would have come in, Others they drag- 
ged out even by the Legs, and at length 
they were Al turned our, and the Doors 
ſhut up. I fay this with the more Aſſu- 


rauce, having had the Account from an 


Honourable Perſon, lately dead, who was 
an Eye-witneſs of it. This Army, tis true, 
(which conſiſted of about SEVENTEBN 
THOUSAND MEN) afterwards 
brought in Ring Charles the Second. But 
that Prince ſoon disbanded them, being well 


aware, that the ſame Army, which brought 


him in; ſhould their Minds change, might 
again turn him out. ; 

This Objection, drawn from a Diſtruit of 
his Majeſty, deſerves another Name. Tis an 
boneſt, tis a reaſonable, Jealouſy of the grow- 
inz Power of the Crown, which thoſe, that 
went before us, always av . May it 


not with Parity of Reaſon be ſaid, That | 


becauſe I will not conſent, that the King 
ſhall by his Proclamation raiſe Money with» 
out Parliament, that this is a Diſtruſt of his 
Majeſty ? Becauſe I will not conſent to give 
up Magna Charta, and accept of a nem Pa- 
tent at Pleaſure, may not this likewiſe be 


calbd a Diftre#t of his Majejt; ? But, ſap- a 


poſe from an Opinion of the' Virfue of the 
roops ; from an Opinion, that Mex in Power 


will not make an / Uſe of it; that thoſe, il 


who may be Maſters, will chooſe to conti- 
_ nue 


=_ 2 
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2 
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if it is not in 
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nue Servant; that Men under the. ſame 
Circumſtances Will not do the N Things; 
and that we ſhould conſent 14 r ourſelves, 
to depoſite our Liberties in their Hands for a 
while; will any one ſay, that we have an 


J Authority. alſo to chſent on the Behalf of 


thoſe we Repreſent? A Sum of Money, 4 
1250 or .. valable Thing, is commit- 


ted to my Ce; I, without the Owner's Con- 
ent, leave it in tlie Poſſeſion of another; al- 
though the Perſon with whom I left it, 

does not actually embezz/e the Money, or 


| detain the Jewel, yet do I break my Trust 


by putting it into his Power ſo to do. 


It is ſelf evident, that by keeping up ſucb- 


: a Number of Forces, who may, when they 


are diſpoſed, + controul the Power of the 
Civil Magiſtrate, that the Strength and Se- 


crit of our Conſtitution is at an End, and 


that we have no other Rule of Government 
left, than Will and Pleaſure: The Notion 
I have of SLAVERY is the being ſub- 


egcd to the i of another; and notwith- 
landing the Rol be not always on my 


Bat, or the Dragoon in my | Houſe ; yet, 
We it my Power: to prevent its 
being ©, I am no longer free. After 
$4-UG VSTDS had eſtabliſned his 


BiGcuTt Tous AND REGuLA x- 


auch ac an End, as it was in VE R Os 
imme. Although the TYRANNY 
Nas not by AUGUSTUS exercisd, 


1 
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aooes, the Roman Conſtitut ion Was as 
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with the lie Severity it was by his, Sur- | 
ceſſors;\ yet, from the Time his Power. be- 


ame are ie the i 0 * 4 ad 8 eu 
. TN * 1 l 


Ug 


dne Arqument wa for this Number «| 
Tor! My. hk 
PH AT there are. 10 | Though of 25 
alen 52 but i, 0 outi uing the m 
for s . 4 * 0 
If the Notion be 1 which no 8 iS 
mas in the Debate has denyd, That the 
Number of diſciplin'd Men now contended: for, 
15 ſufficient to dictate to the greateſt I 
ber andiſciplin d; I delice. to know: — 4 
ſhall dare to bid them go Home? Tis 
ſaid indeed the Parliamem will not provide 
for them: Why may not they then, as 
others in their 2 camſtances have done, 
PROVIDE FOR THEMSELVES? 
Is it reaſonable to think, that 1 will | 
ſtarve with Smorde in their: Mabel 7 4 7 
„1 am ſenſible, that 1 have too 3 * A 
4 9 5 on Gentlemen Patience. I ſhall | 
ay no more, but that Badies Pulitical, as 
Well as — 2. have their Petiods: GO- 
V.ERN MEN TS muſt die, as well as 
Men; Oars is grown ald and crazy, and 
thoug gh She has furvivꝰd her ien, yet 
L fear her 25 . er . * 18 fa 
HA A L115 
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| Continuing the Army c 
alen the 71h Day of Derember, 17 17. 
vx wind | "A 


As it was 


7 


I N THE e 


R., | „ an«4 4 
MBE Cannot forbear troubling you with 
A130 a- few Words upon this Subjudts tho 
9995 L can neither flatter myſelf with 
WHERE the Hopes of convincing amp One, 
nor pretend to be able to offer any Thing 
to your Conſideration, which has not in 4 
WE D 2 better 
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bl better Manner been urged already, But I 
. am truly concern'd for the Miſchiefs, which 

i I think we are. giving Way to; and if 1 
3 cannot prevent them, it will be a Satisfaction 
to me at leaft to proreft againſt them. 

All Gentlemen, who have ſpoke in this 
Debate, have, for their different Opinions, 


a in one Tlung to prgfs very-muetnghe 
p + of Dante, and the obly oe ion 
is, on which Side the Danger lies; whether 
il to the Government without a Military Wd 
We - Forcx to ſupport it, or to the Conſtitution 
WW. and, Liberties; of Great - Britain from that 
'Mitivady Foxcx,cif it be allow'd to 
r 
As to the Dangerc, which threaten the 
Government, I think I am, not willing to 
overlook them. But I hope we may be ex- 
cus d, if we cannot be convjnc'd of Dangers, 
which no Man, that I hear, pretends to 
de en 
Abroad the State and Circumſt antes of Eu- 
rope happen to be ſuch, that I think it, is 
n to ſuppoſe a. Time poſſible; when there 
121l be leſs Appearance, or Apprehen(ion, of any 
ramediate Diſturbance to this Ring dom. The 
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l | Subje, whenever the Adminiſtration of the 
ch Government is to he extolPd, and the Me- 
1nits of it are to be ſet forth to us. Upon 
thoſe Occaſions we hear of nothing, but the 
wiſe and uſeful Treaties, which have been 


is made; the great Iufluente, which we have 
5, atquir'd in foreign Courts and C ouncils and 
he the ſolid Foundations, which are laid for our 


Security. But, when in Conſequence of theſe 


Forces ; then I obſerve the Language is quite 
turn d the other H; then we are in the 
mealeſt and maſt inſerure Condition imaginable; 
there is no Dependence upon any Thing, and 
. we muſt even be thought 4/ffected to the 
Government, if we will not believe, that we 
are ſærrounded on all Sies with the greateſt 
Deer. . 88 
But, in the midſt of theſe Contrarieties 
and Cuntradictions, I think we need not be 
at any Loſs what our Conduct ought to be; 
AK we will but have Regard to thoſe plain 
Kale and Maxims, which have always been 
Obſenv'd: in the {ike Caſes with that, which 
B naw before us. W.“ 9 
I would certainly be an endleſs Thing, 
for an Houſe of Commons to enter into the 
SECRETS OH SHT AT E, and to de- 
bate upon the Aifferent Views, and 22 
and Intrigues of foreign Courts, what Jealau- 
ſes: are among them, and what Treat ies are 
On foot to recuntile them. If we take ſuch 
Tlengs into our Conſiderations, to guide us in 


great Things, ue come to talk of reducing 


Queſt ions 
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Quſbians concemniog our / own. Guards, and 
6 Ae, — — we ſhall be in a 
Linth indeed, and muſt be compell'd at 
laſt to put an abſalutt Truſt in the Govern. 
mem; becauſe they only nem the Truth of 
fech Maters, and ſrom them we muſt be con- 
Treat to receive hatſoeyver Account rh 
think fit to give us /of them. But the on- 
Iy Thing proper fon us to Loot to is, what 
is aim and abwinws: to che Senſe of all Man- 
kind, I mean, Hahtn art the Times of preſent 
Peacei There ned no Refinements f Poli- 
tate to know that, and I will venture to 
ſay, that during ſuch Times f Peactz nb 
renate Fears, no Arguments drawn from Con- 
tirgtuctrs of Nhat may be hereafter; have 
ever get. brouglit this Nation, into à Cn. 
ceffion ſd fatal to Liberty, as the Keeping. up 
of Standing Forces, when there is no other 
Employrent for them, but to inſult and dppreſs 
their Fellom · Sul jedta. I ſay tliere has hitherto 
deen no Precedent: of chat kind, ànd the Mil 
fortune of this Caſe is, there Will need but 
One Pregedent init; One wrong Step taken 
in this Particular, may put an End to al 
your CLAIMS: OF RIGHTS AND 
PREVILEGBS. om) wood 0G 
And on the dtlier Hand I beg it may not 
be taken far granted, that, if we difnwſs 
aut Hlldiers; we ſhall therefore leave Gur- 
fees naked, and doi ns aga inſt 
and ſuadilen Dingen t ti may ariſe. No, 
721 ei ln: anvient yo) 100 11 Ac, 
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Sir, Providence has given us the beſt Protection, 
if we do not fooliſhly throw away the Be- 
nefit of it. Our Situation, that is our a. 
ral Protection; Our Fleet is our Protection; 
and, if we could ever be fo happy, as to ſee 
it rightly purſued, A GOOD AGREE- 


MENT; BETWIXT THE KING 
AND PEOPLE, uniting and acting 
together in ON E NATION A1UIN- 
TERE'ST,:would be ſuch a Protection, as 


none of our Exemies would ever hope to break 


through. | | IS YI v2 GOBS by | . * 
It is a very melancholy Thing to me to 
heat any other Notions of Government ad- 


S \@©) 


vanced here; and that his Majeſty, either 
from his private or his General Council, ſhould' 
ever upon this Subject have any Thing in- 
culcated to him, but this great Truth, That 
the TRUE AND ONLY SurORT or 
AN ENGLISH PRINCE Doss, 
AND Our ro ConsisT IN THE 


Ss ArrzcTions or HIS PEOPLE. 
ö % ſhould ferengthen his Hands; it 15 


That ſhould give Him Credit and Aurlori- 
ty in che Eyes of other Nations ; and to 


* think of doizg of it by keeping up a N 


ber of J. and Forces hèere at Home, - ſach 4 
Number, as can have any Awe or Infliitnie 
Over: the great Powers on the Continent; is, 
I'think; one of the wildeſt Imag inat ions, that 


ever entered into the Heart of. Man. The 


only Sirength of this Nation muſt always 
II. 7 Cie - 
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r 
conſiſt in the Riches of it; Ribes muſt be 
ther Ervits of Pabliat Liberty ; and the Peo- 
acquire Riches, nor the Ring 
ve the Uſe of them, but by 4 Govern- 
_—_ faunded in their Inclinations and  Aﬀe- 
a. 600 6 baiting ce 
Af this be true, then of Conſequence! it 
follows, That mhpever advifes) his Majoſty 
to aim at any adanional Security) to him - 
ſelf from a Standing Army, inſtead of ins 
ue his Srrength, does really diminiſb it, 
and undermine his true Support, by robbing 
him of the Fleurs of his Sab jects. For this 
I take for granted, that as there are but 
tuo Mays of Governing, tlie one iy Force, and 
the other by the Afections of the People go. 
werned, it is impoſlible for any Prince to 
have them both. He muſt chooſe which of. 
the two he will ſtick to; for he can have 


* 


but one. If be is Mefer of their Afeftions. | 


he ſtands in no need of Force; and if he 
will make Vſe of Force, it is in vain ſor 
him to expet? their Afections. For it is not 
in Matare, and it can never be bhrough tro 
paſs, that Men can love a Government, un- 
der which they ate loaded with Jeavy Taxes, 
and pay, a conſiderable Part of their. Eſtates. 
to maintain an Army, which inſults them 
in; the Poſſeſſion of the Reſt, and can turn 
them out of the Whole, when ever they 
Pleaſe. * I * * 5111 (YEE K 12% 
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17. 208 
Wich Submiſſion therefore the Argument 


Is taken by the wrong End, When it is ſaid, 


There ate great Animoſities' in the Kingdom, 
the People are diſaffected, and upon that Ac- 
count there is a Neceſſity of keeping up an 


' Way; that is, Diſmiſs your Arm, and give no 
other Cloſe of 8. e hat h Fin of the 
Conſtitution is t6 be invaded; and the People 
will be well affected. Upon any other foot, 
than this, Mhat MINIST ER will ever 
care, whether he does right or wrong ? it is 
not his Concern, whether the People are ea 
or uneaſy; his Army is his Dependence: Nay, 
and th: more, by his wicked Countels, he exaſ- 

erates and inrages the People, the ſtronger lie 

akes bis Pretence for maintaining and in- 
creaſing that Army, which ſupports him. 
What I have faid, I confeſs, goes upon 4 
Suppoſition, that the Numbers contain'd in the 


make an Army, formidable enough, and able 
to enſlade this Nation; of which indeed there 
remains no Doubt with me. In the Manner 


who would wiſh to be arbitrary, could deſire 


= 20 more; and if he had all the Power in his 


Hands, I think, for his on ſake, he would 


. 


keep no more. | 
Of what Nature the Redactions have been, 
other Gentlemen) have ſo fully explain'd, and 
I believe it is fo general anderſtood, that - 
N 3 Wil 


Army. It concludes much rig hier the other 


Eſtimate, and in the ox ren before you, do 
da 


thoſe Forces are conſtituted, I think, a Prince, 


— . dk A 
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will be needleſs for met dwell upon it. 
But the Short of the Caſe is this, That, out 
OHTultrx Two Trous AND Ms N, 
thirteen Regiments only have been disbanded, 


G 


Which do not amount to more than five or 
© fix\. Thouſand, beſides a few. Invalids, which 
were taken from the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Army; and put upon the Eftabliſhment of the 
Hlaſpital. So that there are the Corps now 
ſabſiting of more than TW RNTY Five 
InOus AN ME x, which Corps may be 
filled up to their entire Complement, when- 
ſdever the Government pleaſes, and that 
even without any Nozſe, or Notice taken. 
For the Caſe is very different in that reſpect, 
where the Regiments are few, and thoſe — 
compleat. There, if the Numbers allowed by 
Att of Parliament are exceeded, it mult be. by 
railing nem Regiments, which is eaſily ſeen 
and known. But where the Corps are kept 
up with only a fem Mez in them, and ſome 
Recruits will always be neceſſary for. them, 
there, if the Government is willing to be at 
the Charge, they may keep the Numbers up 
to what they pleaſc, and it is impoſſible to 
know: when the Parliamentary Standard is 
exceeded, and when not. Thus therefore 
ſtands oar Account. In the firſt Place, the 
Pablick is to pay EIGHTEEN THOU- 
SAND MEN; in the ext Place the 
Number of effective Men is tobe S IX TEEN 


THOUSAND THREE HUN- 
| „ 
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thoſe are not ſuffictent to exerciſe Dominion 
: 7 ; \ , r 1 77. 3% TY $ + 
over us; yet, in the manner they are kept 
together, they are equivalent to TW E N- 


= 


ror, which is the main Thing, is not at all 
abated. + ap Mgt e 
For the taking this dangerous Step, the 
only Juſtification I hear Gentlemen offer for 
themſelves, the only Shelter they fly to, is 
the great Confidence, which is to be repoſed in 
his Majeſty's juſt and gracious Intentions : Of 
thoſe [ 

Majeſty is too good to be ſuſpected of any arbi- 
tram Deſigns. But yet there is a general Su- 
picion, which I will never be aſhamed or afraid 
to own; becauſe it is a Suſpicion interwoven in 
mn dur Conftitution; it is a Sablon, upon which 


PL our Laws, our Parliament, and every Part of 
u. v0. Ge ene eos Hed; -whith:s, That 


too much Power lodged in the Crown, (abſtrat- 


at from the Perſon, that wears it) will at 
up I ſome Time or other be abuſed in the Exer- 
to ce of it, and can never long conſiſt with the 
— aarul Rights and Liberties of Mankind. 


And therefore whatever Opinions we have of 
| bus * Majeſty's Goodneſs, and how much fever 
he deſerves them, We ſhould ſtill conſider, 
Wthat in % Place we are under a diſtinct Dau- 
to our Country, and by that Duty we ſhould 
be as incapable of giving up ſuch an anwar- 
| | rantabie 
E 2 


PDRED FORTY SEVEN; and" if 


TY'FIVE "THOUSAND MEN; 
the Charge is inconſider all) leſs, and the, Ter-, 


Will entertain no Doubt; I believe his 


unable T. : oy I 
rntuble Tyuſt; as his Majeſty, Lam perfwe- 
ded, Would be incapable of abuſing it, if he 


expect, and they, oaght to expett, from us, 


that they ſhould not only continue to enjoy 
what belongs to them, as ENG LIS HMHE N; 
but that they ſhould hold it ſtill by the ſame 
Tenure. Their Eftates, their Lives, and their 
Liberties they have hitherto, poſſeſs d, as their 
Reghts,.and it would be a very great and a 
lat Change, and ſuch as ſhall never have my 
oaſcar along with it, to make them only 
{enants at Will for them. | 
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Given by the LORDS, who 


Proteſted againſt the BI L * for 
- puniſbing — and Do ſertion. 


| „Die jr 80 Februaru, 1717¹ | 


The Queſtion was put, That it be an In- 

+ ſtruction to the Committee of the whole 

.: Houſe, to whom the Bull, Entitled, An AQ 

for pu uniſhing Mutiay and Defertion, 

- and for the — Payment of the Army 
and their Quarters, ft ands committed; 

179 211 That, they do provide, that no Puniſhment 

all be tel at any Court Martial, which 
. tee to . of Liub. 


bs was: Reſolved in the 9 


Diſſentient. 


L; N Ecauſe the Exerciſe of Martial Law 
n time of Peace, with ſuch Power, 
as is given * this Bill to inflict Puniſhments 
extending to Laie and Limb, was not in the 


et Lear of this Reign, nor hath in any 


mer Rei gu been allowed within this 


W by Conſent of Parliament; but 


hath 


" "8 00 

hath, upon any Attempts made to introduce 
fuch a Power, been oppos'd and condemn'd 
by Parliament, as repugnant to Magna Charta, 
and inconſiſtent with the fundamental Rights 


. 


and Liberties of a free People. 


boy it Becauſe after the Peace of Ryſwicł and 
that of Utrecht, in the ſeveral-Reigns of King 
William and Queen Anne of Glorious and Ever 
Bleſſed Memories, no ſuch Power was given 
to any Court Martial; yet it is well known, 
that the Forces then continued on Foot were 
kept in exact Diſcipline and Order. 


III. Becauſe it is not aſcertain'd, either by 
this Bill, or by any other known Law or Rule, 
what Words or Facts amount to Mutiny or 
Deſertion, or to an Exciting, Cauſing, or 
Joining in Mutiny; and confequently the 
Judges of a Court Martial have it in their 
Power, to declare what Words or Facts they 
think fit to be Mutiny or Deſertion, and 
to take away the Life of any Officer or 
Soldier by ſuch an Arbitrary-Decifion. 


IV. Becauſe ſhould Death de thought, the 
proper 'Puniſhmetit in time of 'Peate for 
Mutiny or Deſertion, or even for the. Kaſt 
Diſobectence to apy lawful Command; yet, 
as we conce ve, ME Nature of ſuch: Offences 
ought' fir to have been aſcertained by this 
Bill ; and the (ai Offences being declared 
Capital, >the Tryal thereof/ovght"to' — 
171 | cen 


„ 

been left to the ordinary Courſe of Law, 
in Conſequence whereof the Officers and 
Soldiers would upon ſuch Tryals have been 
entitPd to all thoſe valuable Privileges, which 
are the Birth-right of every Briton. Nor doth 
it appear to us, That any Inconvenience 


could thereby have ariſen to the Publick in 


time of Peace; at leaſt not any ſuch; as can 
juſtify our Depriving the Soldiery of thoſe 
Legal Rights, which belong to the mea neſt 
of their Fellow- Subjects, and even to the 
vileſt of Malefactors. FO > 


* 


Then 4 Motion being made, and the Queſtion 
being pat, That it be an Inſtruction to the 


ſaid Committee of the whole Houſe, That they | 


do make an effettual Prouiſian to ſecure the 
Obedience both of the Officers. and Soldlters, 
+. fo be continued by this Bill, to the Ciru 
Magiſtrate according to Lam. 
: It mas Reſolved in the Negative. 1 


Diſſentient. R xa. 
I. Becauſe no Proviſion whatſoever is 


ence. of the Military to the Civil Power, on 


W which the Preſervation of our Conſtitu- 
tion depends. 


II. Becauſe 


made by this Bill for Securing the. Obedi- 


. 1 
9 — 
44 * 
1 # 
* Ta cv © A. - F — 


(49) 

II. Becauſe we conceive that a great 
Number of armed Men governed by Mar- 
tial Law, as they have it in their Power, 
ſo are naturally inclined not only to diſ- 
obey, but to inſult the Authority of the 
Civil Magiſtrate; and we are confirmed an 
this —_— well by the Experience of 
What hath happened here at Home, as by 
the: Hiſtories of all Ages and Nations; 
from Which it appears, that wherever an 
effectual Proviſion hath not been made to 
ſecure the Obedience of the Soldiers to the 
Laws of their Country, the Military hath 
conſtantly ſubverted and ſwallowed up the 


v7 » 


iv Power. | 
VE | N Ne 
Devonſbire, N. Ebor. Buckingham, Angle- 
* ho, Jo. Winton. North and Grey, Scarſ- 

Aue, Strafſhrd, Ponlet, Guilford, De- 
©» Jorain, Abingdon, Dartmoath, Belhaven, 

Jo. London, © Harcourt, Willoughby Br. 

1 ownſbend., Boyle, Briſſol, Caſtleton, i 
Foley, Tadcaſter, , Gower , Rutland; 
Mont joy, Bathurſt, Lumley, Trevor, Bing- if 
toy, Bute, P. Hereford, Berkeley Str. 
Northamtos, - Way, Weſton, Manjel, 
FHH. Roſfen- Oxford, Fr. Ceſtriens, i 
- "Geo. Briſtol, Compton, Maſyam, Greenwith. i 
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Die Lune 2 4 Februarii, 17 I 7 


| The Queſtion being put, Whether this 
Bill ſhall paſs ? 


It was Reſc olved in the Affirmative. 


Diſſentient. 
1. UD Ecauſe the Number of Sixteen Thou- 
; ſand Three Hundred Forty Seven 
Mien is declar'd 3 by this Bill. But 
it is not therein declar'd, nor are we able, 
any Way, to ſatisfy Ourſelves, from whence 
= that Neceſſity ſhould ariſe: The Kingdom 


24 . 11 a 

By. x being now (God be praisd ) in full Peace, 
n, Without any juſt Apprehenſion, either, of 
d, laſurrections at Home, or Invaſtons from 


II. Becauſe ſo numerous à Force is near 


el 
2 J double to what hath ever been aYow?d, 
irh. Within this Kingdom, by Authority of Par- 


liament in Times of publick Tranquillity; 
and being, as we conceive, no Ways ne- 
W <<Lary to ſupport, may (we fear) endan- 
* ger 


LG 


- — 7 "_— 
1 


5 4 1 
(42) wh 
| per our Conſtitution; which hath never; yet | 
* entirely ſubverted, but by a Stahding 


III. Becauſe the Charge of keeping up 
ſo great a Force, ought not unneceſſarily to 
be laid on the Nation, already over: bur. 
then'd with heavy Debts; and this Charge 
we conceive to be {till more unneceſſarily 
increas'd by the great Number of Officers, 
now” kept on the. Eſtabliſhment, in Time 
of Peace; a Number far greater ( in Pro- 
portion to that of the Soldiery commanded | 
by them) than hath ever yet been thought 
requikte in times of actual War. 


Iv. Becauſe ſuch a Number of Soldiers, 
diſpers'd in Quarters throughout the King 
dom, may occaſion great Hardſhips, and 
1 become. very grievous to the People, and 
if thereby cauſe, or increaſe; their Diſaffection, 
EF and will probably ruin many of his Maje- By 
ſty's good Subjects, on whom they ſhall be 
4 quartered, and who have been already, by 
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gerous in t ſelf to a Free People in Time 
of Peace, is, in our Opinion, render'd yet 
more dangerous” by their being made ſub- 
jet ro Martial Law; a Law unknown to 
our Conſtitution, deſtructive of our Liber- 
ties, 


| M 1 . e 

J "i | that Means, greatly impoveriſh'd. | 
1 V. Becauſe ſuch a Standing Force, dan- 
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ties, not endur'd by our Anceſtors, and ne- 


9 


ver mention'd in any of our Statutes, but in 
order to condemn it. N 


VI. Becauſe the Officers and Soldiers 
themſelves, thus ſubjected to Martial Law, 
are thereby, upon their Tryals, diveſted of 
all thoſe Rights and Privileges, Which ren- 
der the People of this Realm the Env of 


other Nations, and become lyable to fuck 
Hardſhips and Puniſhments, as the Lenity 


and Mercy of our known Laws utterly diſ- 
allow; and we cannot but think choſe Per- 


ſons beſt prepar d, and molt eaſily tempted, to 


1 {trip others of their Rights, who have altea- 
dy loſt their own. 


VII. Becauſe a much larger Juriſdiction 


Jis given to Courts - Martial by this Bill, 
chan to us ſeems neceſſary for maintaining 
W Diſcipline in the Army; ſuch Juriſdiction 
W <xtending not only to Mutiny, Deſertion, 
W Breach of Duty, and Diſobedience to mili- 
gary 2 
ties, and every Inſtance of Misbehaviour, 
vhich may be committed by any Officer, or 
Soldier towards any of his Fellow-Subjects: 
By which Means, the Law of the Land, 
in Caſes proper to be judg'd by that alone, 
may, by the ſummary Methods of Proceed- 
gs in Courts-Martial, be obſtruted, or 


but alſo to all Immorali- 
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faperſeded; and many grievousOffences may 
remain unpuniſh'd. g * 
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VIII. Becauſe the Officers conſtituting a 
Court Martial do at once ſupply the Place 
of Judges ànd jurymen, and ought there- 
fore, as we conceive, to be ſworn upon their 
Try ing ay Offence whatſoever; and yet 
it is provided. by this Bill, that ſuch Offi- 
cers ſhall be fworn upon their Trying ſuch 
Offences. only, as are pyniſhable by Death; 
which Proviſion we apprehend to be de- 
fectiye, and unwarranted by any Prece- 
dent: There being no Inſtance, within our | 
Knowledge, wherein the Judges of any 
Court, having Connuſance of Capital and 
Leſſer Crimes, are under the Obligation of | 
an Oath; in reſpect of the one, and not of 
r | 
IX. Becauſe the Articles of War, thought 
meceffary'to- ſecure the Diſcipline of the Ar- 
my in "Cafes unprovided for by this Bil, 
- -ought, in our Opinion, to have been inſer- 
ted therein, in like Manner as the Articles 
and Orders for Regulating and Governing i 
the Navy were Enacted in the Thirteenth 
Vea of King Charles the Second; to the 
End tliat due Conſideration might have beeali 
bad by Parliament, of the Duty enjoin'd bi 
each Article to the Soldiers, and of tie 
Meaſure of their Puniſhment. 


* 1 — 2 +] * 4 A 
. 3 a 
4 


* : 
W | * 


j W 

8 | | 0 45 J) 323 1 
the danction of Parliament is now given by 
this Bill to what they have had no Oppof- 
tunity to conſider. n ws ee hs 
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5 KX. Becauſe the Clauſe in the Bill, ena- 
% bling his Majeſty to eftabliſh Articles” of 
ir War, and ere& Courts Martial, with Power 
os to try and determine any Offences, to be 
fi. ſpecify'd in ſuch Articles, and to inflict Pu- 
ch niſhments for the ſame, within this King: 
h,; dom, in time of Peace, doth, as we conceive, 
ce. in all thoſe Inſtances, veſt a ſole Legillative 
de- Power in the Crown; which Power, how 
ar ffely ſoever it may be lodg'd with his pre- 
ny ſent Majeſty, and how tenderly! ſoever it 
nd may be exercis'd by him, . yet prove of 
of dangerous Conſequence, ſhould it be drawn 


into Precedent in future Reigns. 


] FI. Becauſe the Clauſe in the Bill al- 
ght p ledg'd to be made, for enabling honeſt 
Creditors to recover their juſt Debts from 
Soldiers, ſeems to us, rather to give/a Pro- 
tection to the Soldiers, than any reil Ad- 
vantage to his Creditor, or other Perſon, 
having juſt Cauſe of Action againt him. 
It protects the Perſon of a Soldier from 
Executions, as well as Meſne Proceſs, for 
2 Debt under Ten Pounds; and it pro- 
tects the Eſtate and Effects, as well as the 
Perſon, of every Soldier, from all, other 
Suits, bur for Debt, where the Cauſe of 
$4. to, $3. 
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